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vate distribution among a select circle of his friends,
in a volume remarkable for its typographical ele-
gance, and the beauty of its embellishments, but de-
riving a much higher value from the acuteness and
skilful research which enabled him to throw so much
light on this very curious branch of our early litera-
ture. BOSWELL,

CHESTER MYSTERIES.

THE series of Mysteries performed at Chester,
usually attributed to Randle or Ralph Higden2, a
Benedictine of St. Werburg's Abbey in that city, al-
though not the most numerous, has been considered,
by a competent judge, as the most ancient, as well as
the most complete collection of the kind now in exis-
tence "3. The date usually assigned to their composi-
tion is the year 1327-8 4 ; the accuracy of which has
been questioned solely by Mr. Roscoe, who not only
conceives that these plays have been antedated by
nearly two centuries, but that it is scarcely possible
'* to adduce a dramatic composition in the English
language that can indisputably be placed before the
year 1500, previous to which time they were common
in Italy5"

These positions naturally demand attention, though
in considering them it may be convenient to invert the
order in which they are stated.

In tracing the antiquity of the several theatres of

2  Occasionally styled Hignet, or Heggenet.

3   Malone's Hist. Account of the English Stage.    See p. 14.
* Warton's Hist. English Poetry, i. "243.

5 Life of Lorenzo de Medici, i. 399, *iote. (8vo. edit.)
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